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AND TRIUMPHANT 


ington Moi 


Festival. + 
Апа ‘astol у Ч 
appropriate word for a 


who have been'at pains 
create the maximum in shi 
and excitement 1 
years. Kiss and their | 
legendary Kiss 


and on the; өгбуе 
back in their full ат 
Hammer pays tribute to 
tenacity, enterprise and sheer 
good music they have laid on 
our ears, with this special Kiss" 
Fan Mag. 

For here is а band ла 
cynics thought had соби 
the end of their glory days, 
but fought back with ‘Crazy 
Nights’ 
‘Crazy Crazy Nights the 
single and have been touring 
the States to vast cheering 
audiences, just like the old 
days, but with a whole new 
generation come along for 
the ride. Ironically many of 
the new fans were turned 
onto rock by the success of 
Bon Jovi, the band Kiss 
helped in their early days. 

Kiss today, Paul Stanley 
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the hit album and ап 


е come and Gone, in more. 
thard ‘One! For years they 


gin Personnel as well; 
BS of musical direc- 


But x w itall Kiss have 
stooch 8:614 fashioned rock 
а unashamed 
si Once hated by 
th 
тоса so- political move- 
fe now in danger 
of bet fg the grand old 
men of SHowbusiness! 

In their youth they were the 
band who dared fuse hard 
guitar based rock with the 
Glam of the early Seventies, 
and created a style which has 


now reached its apogee with 


Eighties sleaze metal. They 
Were the band who fans 
adored while critics raged, 
with their costumes, make up, 
levitating drum kits, flame 
spitting guitars and Gene Sim- 
mons extraordinary displays 
‘of tongue and grooving, This 
was outrage and it wouldicon- 
sume the youth of America 
and help the band conquer 
the rest of the World," par- 
ticularly Japan Where they 
scored their earliestiövetseas 
success. Kiss were so pleased 
about that they put Credits in 
Japanese on their second 
album in 1974, Hotter Than 
Hell’ (Casablanca). Their first 
was Kiss (1974) on the indie 
label that supported; them 
right from the вагйо ne point. 
where Kiss and Casablanca 
were "synonymous. tight up 
until 1985: 

The Highlights: and 
lowlights of their career 
included such\ albums ав 
Destroyer which featured 
original drummer Peter 
Criss 's surprise hit composi- 
tion Beth ап uncharacteristic 
ballad (1976); his departure 
from the Band to be replaced 
by Eric Carr. and such albums 
as ‘Unmasked’ tied in with the 
band's great unmasking ploy, 
the noble failure of the\con- 


серт album The Elder’ (1981) 
and the start of the Eighties’ 
come Бабко ‘Creatures Of 
The Night“ Then came the 
departure of origina) guitarist 
Ace Frehley, to be followed by 
Bob Kulick, ' Vince. Cusano, 
Mark Norton and finally 
Bruce Kulick, 


And that's it folks, the Kiss 
story, in a nutshell. 

Just a minute... what's that... 
you want more? Another 16 
pages more? Why І was just 
joshing folks. This is where 
the Kiss Story really begins. 


One of first pix of Peter 


less make-up, in 1973 


GLAM ROCK 


It was a dark and dirty night. 
Britain, having yielded the 
Beatles, Stones, Cream, Jimi 
Hendrix Experience in a 
mega outburst of activity, was 
Having one of its reccurrent 
periods of  /destabilised 
junsey \rather/ like now). 
Instead of comíng up with yer 
mote tock" brilliande, there 
Came'the Glammy ones, Marc 
Bolan, Gary Glitter, Sweet and 
David Bowie. Actually there 
was gehius|at Work in their 
midst and great things would 
Come out of Bolan and Bowie 
in particular. But at te time ай 
seemed--Öbscured „ву the 
clouds of mae up, stack 
heels, female impersonation, 
and all the characteristics of 
what became known 8 Glam 
Rock | 
America, which-in those: 
сатенее days, still looked (0 
the UK for its rook-inspiration 
was confused and finally. 
rejected most ресі 
new movement, múch ав they 
later rejected punk, But in the 
moribund post hippie, post 
Woodstock era, thére were 
young Americans too who 
realised that in changing 
limes Rew concepts were 
needed, 

And 50 it, was that Kiss took 
some of these. weird/trapp- 
ings) from Blighty, and; 
blended them with the sort ой 
hard rock most fans still at 
heart wanted in their jive 
cellar or sports Stadium, 
Kiss was-thegbfäin child of 
Gene Simmons He was born 
Gens stein on а Kibbutz. in 
Istäel'On August 25, 1947. His 
Parents were Hungarian’ 
Jewish and his mother was/a/ 
survivor of the Holcaust, He 
was taken to America and 
arrived in New Tork in 1958 
when Не felt he had landed in 
paradise, Said Gene: “There 
was 24 hours ТУ, 84 hours", 
restaurants, everything was” 
non stop, with all the cultures 
mixed togetheÍ had a very 
quick: education. He 
mainly-.educated^ on pop 
music on the adio and horror 
comics. He Was sc taken by 
this US 'culture (не despised 
Shakespeare apparently), he 
began рима his un 
monster magazine Cosmos, 
spawhed from his owmplively 
imagination. 


HORROR 
He said late 


Tt was always 
movies, horror movies which 
interested me, far more tian 
rock'n'roll" But that was the 
rock of the late Pifties. When 
The Beatles game along his 
imagination was fifed, along 
with milljöns of others. My 
idols were Tue Stones, The 
Who, The, Мохе and The 
Kinks / When we first saw Pete 
Townshend of The Who 1 
knew that excitement could 
be attained. Kiss tried to live 
up to fhat archtypal image 

Under the spell of the 

riish groups, ће was 
delighte receive ‘his first 
guitär, given him Бу his 
mother af the age of 15. It cost 
het|65/dollars. Later Gens 
sold the guitar for 135 dollars: 

“Although: described pasa 
^омй at school, he graduated 
Mord Richmond College, 
Staten Island with a degree i. 
education and ће. fould 
speak | four. languages 

English, | German, ¿Hebrgw 

fand Hungarian. Hie rs job 

"was teaching a a See iu 

"Spanish HarlémieBUt N Was al 

thankless-task ds gs el the 

ррріз were been o become 


Promo shot of 


original line-up. 


street, comer drug pushers. 
rathenthan take up honest toil. 
PT Jast six montis because 1 
ОШарт stand the kids. L 
Wanted го beat “shit out of 
theta Their heroes Were 
pifipsdnd drug deales$. It 
Wasto them, а wawatia, the 
ghetto. W : 
But Gene also felt that dee; 
down he wanted an audience 
Ane needed to be опа stage 
"which encouraged fi До! 


pay — 


Live on stage in 1975 


forma gréup. "I was dispens- 


ing mystuffand nobody clap ~ 


рев“! was nota доофТеазоп__ 
16 be a teactier~ y 

To getintorock‘n’foll Gene 
thought He would angelicise 
КВ пате and took Simmons, 
inspired] by movie actress 
jean Simmons(!). 
Around the Same time he met 
Tis úturé partner, Раш 
Stanley hen known by his 
Real name, Stanley Eisen. He 
Маз born in New York on 
Jarmary 20, 1950 and lived in 
Ше borough of Queens. He 
Каа already been into music 
from the ада of six and liked 
Performers like the legen- 
ary Eddie Cbchran. He sang 
Blond to rock records but 
didn't yet a guitar until he was 
Sehe, and Paul Stanley 
decided” to form a band 
fögether and put ads in the 
papers for like minded souls. 

Лу called the subsequent 
оговр Rambow and had their 
ще ехрецепсе of club work, 
playing afound New York 
with little reaction. 
They tried another band, сай- 
ing it Wicked Lester, playing 
an electric mixture of C&W 
and rock. One of the band 
was Jay Jay French who later 
popped up in Twisted Sister. 
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their drawing power on thé 
concert front was increasing 
all the time, It was only а mát. 
ter of weeks, rather than days, 
before Kiss would errupt 
the nation’s favourite band.At 
least as far as Japan and 
AMERICA were concerned. 
The rest of the world, notably 
England were slower to 
accept the Kiss concep 
allthough some of the loyalest 
Kiss fans of all are to be found 
in Blighty. 


HELL 


Keeping up the pressure 
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the band recorded “Dressed 
То Kill’ justa few months after 
Hotter Than Hell’ It was 
released in February 1978.It 
quickly. a quarter of a 
million, and the rock press 
began to accuse the band of 
being just а hype, an outfit 
who hid behind tricks and 
masks, to conceal their lack of 
ability. This was patently 
untrue. They could play all 
right, but those who prefer- 
red Joni Mitchell to Heavy 
Metal couldn't see what all the 
fuss was about, poor fools. 
"We are selling escapism," 
said Paul explained, to those 


who would listen. “И reach 
the masses and have fun. 

In 1975 they had а major hit 
single with ‘Rock And Roll All 
Nite'and played their first 
headlining Gate in Detroit toa 
12,500 fans.It was the turning 
point. From here.on Kiss were 
amega band, апдай the years 
of hard work were rewarded. 

“We are the biggest band in 
America,’ said Gene. 
“Twenty million Americans 


can't be wrong." He gleefully 
pointed out that mass culture 
had created rock and roll in 
the first place. 

Casablanca got into finan 
cial difficulties later on with 
poor choicerof releases by 
other acts, (notably an album 
of highlights from the Johnny 
Carson Show). But Kiss stayed 
loyal and on the label and 
helped out by releasing a live 
double LP Kiss Alive. 

Kiss mania took off as 
thousands of concert tickets 
sold out within hours, but th 
managed to keep their true 
appearance a state secret, by 
never -appearing in public 
Without their make up. Of 
course when they did walk 
about the streets without it 
nobody recognised them! It 
was the perfect ploy. 

On their fifth album they 
employed producer - Bob 
Ezrin who had worked with 
Alice Cooper. He came up 
with Destroyer“ (1976) which 
according to. Ezrin showed 
the band's image of “unfet 
tefed evil and sensuality’ 
Among the orded 
highlights were 'Shout It Out 
Loud' and ‘Beth’ Peter Criss's 
effort, which the band hadn't 
wanted on the album, Funnily 
enough ‘Shout It Out Loud 
missed the top thirty but 
‘Beth’ shot into the charts, got 
to number seven and hung 
around foor weeks, even 
tually selling а millio 
and being voted single 
year 

By now the Kiss Army of 
fans was formed into an 
organised unit and they were 
the sort of fanatics who bom 
barded radio stations. w 
requests for their records 

In 1976 the band went to 
play in Japan and later made 
their British debut with four 
shows in May, held in Man- 
chester, Birminghamand Lon 
don, all sell outs. The local 
critics were quite impresse 


The Kiss Explorer Army 


by the effects which included 
dry ice, sirens, smoke boms, 
fire eating, illuminated 
insignias, and a blizzard of 
confetti. But they felt it was far 
too contrived and as a result 
“the showmanship meant 
nothing." Harsh words 
indeed, that /had not the 
slightest effect on the band's 
popularity ¡And the band 
refused to rise to the Бай, 
insisting they would not 
acceptany criticism, unless it 
came from a fan, But maybe 
the gibes had. some effect. 
Kiss wouldn't bother to come 
back to England ſor another 
four years. 

"Rock And Roll Over saw 
them reunited with engineer 
Eddie Kramer, and the album 
was recorded at the Star 
Theatre in New. York. Next 
came their seventh album 
‘Love Gun' (not Sex Pistol), 
which came out in June 1977. 
Tt shipped platinum but back 
in England fashions were 
changing. drastically with the 
emergence of they heavily 
hyped punk movement 
(basically a bit of gang war- 
fare between rival London 
rock managers), The press 
fell for punk and decided to 
ditch rock music but nobody 
told Kiss or their fans. Their 
albums continued to go 
platinum, in the States, but it 
seemed unlikely Kiss would 
ever make a real dent on the 
UK, which they didn't until 
Heavy Metal took off with 
unstoppable force in the late 
Seventies: 

‘Love Gun included ‘I Stole 
Your Love’ and Plaster 
Caster’ а song about those 
famous groupies who made 
plaster of Paris copies of rock 
star's dicks (some of which 
were later smashed by 
members of Led Zeppelin, so 
we hear.the casts, not the 
dicks). 

‘Kiss Alive И’ came out the 
same year, a double with lots 
of old tracks, It still sold 
brilliantiy:nNo problem. But 
problems were looming: Just 
when Kiss decided to take а 
year off for each member to 
produce his own 3010 album, 
the US rock scene was finally 
yielding to the more ассер- 
table face of Punk, the so 
called New Wave of bands 
like The Police and artists like 
Elvis Costello. Rock and pop 
were merging and becoming 
ever more sophisticated. The 


danger signal were that for 
the moment, at least, Kiss 
were” gonna become out 
dated and unfashionable. 

The four solo albums were 
shipped out in.their millions 
to the stores; but incredibly 
apart from Асез effort, they 
refused to sell and were soon 
to be found in the bargain 
bins. Obviously nobody 
cared about Kiss individual 
efforts, anymore than they 
cared about Yes solo albums. 

What they wanted most was 
good dance music, and there 
was Saturday Night Fever and. 
The Bee Gees to contend 
with! Meanwhile Kiss were 
planning to move onwards 
and upwards, into the movies 
and did the ground workfora 
film. They already had their 
own Marvel Comic named in 
their honour. Now they made 
a fantasy movie ‘Kiss Meets 
The Phantom Of The Park’ 
(now on video). It was full of 
clever stunts and effects and 
epitomised the sort of dreams 
Gene had аз a child going to 
the cinema too see ай the 
latest horror flics. The film 
came out in 1978 to great 


Ace Frehley on sta 


acclaim but plans to make а 
follow.up were abandoried as 
was a scheme for a Kiss car. 
toon. The merchandising of 
Kiss products was already 
reaching overkill and 


anymore would have simply” 


been ridiculous. 


Ace Frehley had а hit single 2 


with 'Мем York) Groove’ 
which got to 13 in the chart 
and outsold nearly all of Kiss's 
own hits" But the band 
needed to get back together 
again before they lost their 


way under he onslaught of. 


the new. competition, and 
they came up with 'Dynasty" 
and album of songs heavily 
influenced by the prevalent 
fad foor disco. Among it's 
most interesting items was а 
Tevamped „version of the 
Stones s 4,000 Man’ Later the 
band had а huge smash hit 
single with ‘I Was Made For 
Lovin You’ (1979) which got to 
Hinthe US chartand even got 
into the Uk Top 60. ‘Dynasty’ 
was subsequently hailed as 
one ofthe band's best albums 
since ‘Destroyer! The band 
was "s back on top. - 


SPIRIT 


‚Around this time the Бала 
‚to leave the 


planned 
_ Casablanca De 9 
friend Neil Bogart | had left, band al the New York 


and later Kiss signed to Mer- 
cury But there were more 
albums on “Casablanca, 
including Unmasked in 1980. 
It was released on May 20, 
1880 and the same day the 
band suffered its first defec- 


tor. Drummer Peter Criss 
decided to} leave Kiss 
because he wanted to 


explore new musical direc- 
tions. He had grown tired of 
the make up and the life style 
and yéarned'to have a crack at 


playing some jazz. Peter com- 


plained quite a bit about Kiss 
\ Ней he left but later fences 
were mended and said Paul 
'He is still with us in 
We are all part of a 


Peter was feplaced by new 
drummer Eric Сам; who in 
keeping with Kiss traditions 
“Кай another real name hid- 
den away) to whit Paul 
Carovella. He was born in 
Brooklyn on July 12, 1953 and 
played his first gig with the 


Pic: Robert Ellis. 
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their fans were wor- 
ded that once the make пр 
the illusion, the mystery 
the ‘glamour would go 
it. Kiss would become 
nary blokes ‘pulling 
as one fan 
need not havi 


7) 


The new look Kiss w а а5 
popular as ever and as Gene 


explained on MTV 


опсе again, 
different and rid 


on release, and later 
The music, 


guitarist, 

began to ge 

and wanted 

future policy, 

more power and Cot 

had to go. 

Said Paul later: 

very talented but I think he 


saw Kiss as a vehice for 
nie Vincent stardom. Th. 
the Vinnie Vincent ba, 
у n 
ul 
this long and tl 2 ( 


dictate how thi 
done.” 
Anew guitarist 


gifted player he contributed 
to the 1984 album "Animalise" 
(Vertigo). This turned out to 
e one of their heaviest metal 
albums yet and was de 
scribed as a blow against the 
current dominance of the pop 
markets by drum machines 
and computers. They carried 
on the battle for living rock by 
heading off on a world tour 


guys who plug into amplifiers the top merche ing, Kiss 
and play, and sing about life" seem a zu more Bones to 
In fact most of their songs 
were about sext. 

In 1988, following the huge 
success of ‘Crazy Nights’ Kiss 
seem More secure and 5014. 
than ever. The years of con- 
troversy may have rolled by, whole generatio: along for 
but somehow, without their some of the best rockin’ day 
make up, without their over of their lives. 


which inckluded a visit to Bri- 
tain for 12 shows. Mark St. Jol 
didn't make it for the toi 
unfortunately, as he was 
stricken by Reiter's Syn- 
drome, a form of arthriti 
the finger joints, a great 
tragedy for a guitar virtuoso. 
He played three US dates but 
had to be replaced. The latest 
Kiss lead-guitarist was Bruce 
Kulick, who was the brother, 
ol Bob Kulick, oft associated 
with Kiss in the past. Bruce 
was given ап up dated image 
and proved a fine replace- 
ment easily duplicating 4h 
guitar riffs of Animalize on 
tour which saw them/playin 
some oí their biggest gigs in 
years, like Nassau Colisseum 
when they played too 16, 000. 
Kiss released. their 17tl 
album 'Asylum' (Vertigo) in 
1985 which included the 
strongly rocking King Ot The 
Mountain’. In fact the whole 
album was described by the 
band as a kind of synthesis of 
all their past work and love for 
rock and roll: Gens remarked: 
"Between 1973 and 1985 we 
have covered “every rock 
genre, and that is the real 
beauty of this album.” At the 
bottom line, all Kiss were, 
according to Gene: "Four 
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BRUCE KULICK 
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Kissing Time/Nothin’ To 
May 1974 (WP m3— AB) joe denar (pios Мал цан son) Lol Thunder / 
ова: Intro Deuce / Nothin’ to ове / Sha / Comments; Japanese bootleg л out loud 
‘Let Me Go Rock & Roll / 01 TAKES TORYÓ TH Side two: New York groove / Rock and roli niia | 
January 1978 — Side wo: Svutter 1 100000 years / Black Dit- — (1323 — АВ CD) ae те nt 
C'Mon And Love Mo/ See organs 1 mä оле В по 
че on 2 4 Оо a cox peu ds 
Воск And Roll All Uu FIRST KISS IN LONQ ISLAND: 1 
_ Rock And Roll All ee) ENS Ny ви? 1 N le г Bass sol / God а зада " 
x 1918 a Thunder—cont. (3548 — МХ / A/BICID) 
Shout Out Lond) 975 [a 22 Same: [van i Ss som U 
erro Siaran Shack me RN Be Low 8001 ИР 
‘SECOND KISS IN LONG BEACH: Source: Budo Kan Най, Tokyo, Japan 944977 / Guitar solo — Vinnie Vincent / ove it loud 
God Of Thunder April 1976 (WRMB 386 — Recording: vary good (+) Firehouse / Drum solo. 
Detroit Rock City/ ‘Side one: Deuce / Strutter / Got to choose | Cover: paper insert cover ‘Side three: Drum solo cont. | War machine / 
‘Hotter than hell / Firehouse / She / Guitar solo Comments: side four ìs recorded at Los Angeles Love Gun / Bass solo / God of Thunder 
July 1976 Side two: C'mon and love me / Cold Gin / Rock Forum, Los Sic tour, il ove you! Shout Ка lid / 
Hard Luck Woman/ ‚and roll ай nite / Let me go rock and roll гы California, ч 
Mr. Speed Dec. 1976 Yor, USA 31/12-1975 15011083 
Callin' Dr. Love/ Recording: very good (KIS — 1 AB KIS — 2 AB) vary 
сааи March 1977 00er paper insert cover аа one | ний your o / Taka ma Lade болон ‘cover 
Christeen Sixteen/ BLITZ LONDON! ‘Seo two: Ноокил / Maki’ lovo / Christine (ETS — 2531 / 2532/2899 — AB) 
‘Shock Me July 1971 (mu Am порно | бж me / Guar Bett ‘Side one: Creatures of ће night / Detroit rock 
Side one: Strutter / Flaming youth / Hotter than Side three: 1 / Callin Dr. Love / Shout it city / Cold GIN 
Love Gun/ hell] 1 Shout it out loud ‘out loud / God of 1 Drumsolo} God ot — Side two: Callin’ Dr. Love / Firehouse / Guitar 
Hooligan Sept: 1027 e solo - Paul Stanley / I want you / булаг solo - 
Sh Out Loud (live) . Black Diamond / Detroit rock city ‘Side four: Rock and rol ай nite / Detroit rock city — Vinnie Vincent 
Neth! To Lose (ive)Dec. 1977 London, England B los Forum, Los Angeles, 868 ret ove It oud / Drum solo War 
3 ‘machine 
And 9200909: very good) Сайота, USA Sido four: " God of Thunder 
Night Tonight (ive) Feb 1978 ve m neer o Cover paper neer cor бана inm бате 
‘Strutter 18/ Kiss BLITZLONDON: also availabio on colored vinyl Saen Strutter Rock and rol al nte 
h E California, USA 
Shock Me April 1978 Side one: Deuce / Strutter / Flaming youth; KISS KARTON: ‘excellent 
v пал el Frehouse чош Comments: "Blitz London” and "Sneak Cover: color cover id 


"Mew tuck Slack Diamond / Kiss: 
Groove/Snowblind 80008: E 
(Ace -solosingle) Oct. 1978 "ery good penn B coe cumin o Tu RU GT 
Cover: Paper insert cover Side one: | stole your lore / Take me / Ladies 800, DRE 
‘See You In Your Dreams. па Д Vi maenna t ты 
Don't. We ped Pr E ga im fey So n? tl lovo you / Drum 
зоо! 
Hind Guia Ancona me were! СЕДИ 225 а 
ELA s 2215-1976 Comments: a release of "Kiss my Axe" with dit- 
Ee 88 Бел Sonn EEE ann 
are вэ ‘Cover: black, white 8 red, or black, white & ый 
Dirty * K ar 
Shandi/ АИ Sine Dato ty Coon Stun И аи 
She's бо European Мау 1980 ЯВ, > DIES RE нед = 
World Without Hereos/ , Guitar solo / Shout it out loud E Quare ааа 1 
E ина ИДИ ОНИ 
: Anaheim Stadium, Anaheim, California solo Cold ‚of JA rock: 
Danger LIE LÀ J.P zm Sa" Sy 
ma = 


E ee, S да 


paperi pad тов / solo — 
Face _ Oct. 1983 eye pm three: Bass solo / | love 1 loud / stil love 
ns —— сос 
e eee : 
On Fire/Lonely Is (up 102 - Аб) = EQO'SATSTAKE: e Copan” Ваши, Рие, France 


Heaven's 

The Hunter бері. 1984 Side one: Detroit rock city / King of the (KIDS 101 АВ) а 3110-1983. 

Tele The НАЙ s ВЕНЕ ram SE, 
е — cont. Loren epee ine i + 


